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ASL interpreting program safe — for now
Story and photo by
Aubrey Carr
Crow’s Nest Staff

A

mid recent appeals
on social media to
save the University
of South Florida’s American
Sign Language (ASL)
Interpreting and Deaf Studies
major, there are currently
no official plans to cease the
program.
Still, dozens demonstrated
outside of USF Tampa’s
Marshall Student Center on
Thursday to advocate for the
rights of Deaf and Hard-ofHearing individuals.
“Deaf children deserve
qualified interpreters,” one
sign said.
Although no official
statement was made by the
university, rumors that the
major was being terminated
spread on Facebook and
Instagram last Tuesday
morning.
By that evening, a change.
org petition was created by
students to rally support
for the ASL program and
put a stop to its alleged
closure. As of Thursday,

the petition, “HELP SAVE
THE USF INTERPRETING
PROGRAM!” had over
12,000 signatures.
“[USF] is one of [only]
two universities in the state
of Florida that provide an
American Sign Language
Interpreting program,” Paige
Cooley, an ASL Interpreting
student said in the petition’s
description. “This week,
with no warning and very
little explanation, it has
been announced that this
Interpreting program will be
ending.”
College of Behavioral and
Community Sciences (CBCS)
Dean Julie Serovich posted
a statement on Facebook
last Thursday addressing
the public concern over the
possible closure of the ASL
Interpreting and Deaf Studies
major.
“A recent communication
in the [CBCS] at the
University of South Florida
inaccurately stated that a
decision was made to end
an undergraduate major in
American Sign Language and
Interpreting. No such decision

Meet the USFSP Student
Government general
election candidates

By Sofía García Vargas
Crow’s Nest Staff

U

SF St. Petersburg
will choose
the next set
of Student Government
(SG) representatives in the
upcoming general elections
from Feb. 28 to March 3.
Thirteen candidates are
campaigning to fill Governor,
Senate, Campus Council
and Lieutenant Governor
positions.
Four candidates are
running for both Campus
Council and Senate, one
for both Campus Council,
Senate and Governor and
one for Campus Council
and Lieutenant Governor. If
elected, candidates running
for two or more positions
must choose which position
they prefer to fill.
Representatives are
expected to participate in

decision-making processes
during SG meetings, manage
campus budget allocations,
communicate with campus
constituents and conduct
audits of student organization
events funded by activity and
service fees.
Voting will be held in a
hybrid modality, with polling
stations outside the University
Student Center (USC) and
access to virtual ballots
available through a link on
the USF St. Petersburg SG
Instagram account.
A Governor and Lieutenant
Governor in-person debate
will be held at 5 p.m. this
Wednesday, Feb. 23 in USC
Ballroom A. The event will be
also be livestreamed for those
unable to make it on campus.

See PROFILES on p. 2

has been made,” Serovich
said.
Although no definite
conclusion had been
made, the CBCS planned
to recommend the
discontinuation of the major
as part of USF’s annual
productivity review, Serovich
said.
In her statement, Serovich
assured that no proposal
was submitted or reviewed
by university leadership
–– a necessary step in the
termination of any program.
Ralph Wilcox, provost
and executive vice president,
shared a similar statement
to Serovich’s during last
Wednesday’s Faculty Senate
meeting.
“That communication
was made in error. I had no
knowledge of [the program’s
termination] until my mailbox
started to fill up early [last
Tuesday] morning with
understandably concerned
citizens,” Wilcox said.
“The program is not
terminated.”
Wilcox said any decision
regarding the program’s

Dozens of demonstrators stood outside the Marshall
Student Center at USF Tampa on Feb. 17 following
recent rumors of the ASL program’s dissolution.
discontinuation would have
to go through the university’s
hierarchy of leadership.
“No recommendation
has landed on my desk, and
in fact we’ve made it very
clear that without such a
recommendation following
due process, where faculty at
the department level review
and take action to recommend

at the college level, and then
on to the Faculty Senate, and
then in this case, the Graduate
Council. Only then would I
ever entertain taking action on
a particular proposal,” Wilcox
said.
aubrey14@usf.edu

Presidential debate kicks
off SG general elections
By Molly Ryan
Crow’s Nest Staff

D

espite an allTampa ballot,
the candidates
for this year’s University
of South Florida’s studentbody Presidential and VicePresidential seats promise
inclusion across all three
campuses under “OneUSF.”
With consolidation still
in its beginning stages,
discussions have emerged
regarding how St. Petersburg
and Sarasota-Manatee might
fare with Tampa’s apparent
dominance.
However, both running
tickets expressed plans to
use Tampa’s influence for the
better in a hybrid-style debate
last Thursday, Feb. 17, at the
Marshall Student Center’s
Oval Theater and online
through Microsoft Teams.

The Crow’s Nest Editor-inChief Sofía García Vargas and
The Oracle Editor-in-Chief
Alexandra Urban moderated
the first in-person debate
since before the COVID-19
pandemic, giving each
ticket a chance to voice their
ambitions for USF — among
them, to foster a more unified
cross-campus identity under
consolidation.
The first ticket consists
of candidates Deputy Chief
Financial Officer Nithin
Palyam for President and
Relations Committee Chair
Amy Pham for Vice President.
The ticket’s “HERD”
platform focuses on and
is an acronym for Health,
Empowerment, Research and
Development. According to
their campaign’s Instagram,
@join.our.herd, Palyam and
Pham’s initiatives plan to
“advocate for the health and
wellbeing” of their fellow

students, with a focus on
“mental health, sustainability
and food insecurity” and the
importance of a relationship
between students and Student
Government (SG) across all
three campuses.
Throughout the debate, the
ticket expressed their desire
to strengthen the USF St.
Petersburg campus through
expanding dining options for
students, fostering a deeper
sense of campus culture by
expanding traditions — like
St. Petersburg’s Cardboard
Boat Race — across all three
campuses and bringing more
campus-inclusive discussions
to SG.
“It is important that we are
unified as ‘OneUSF,’ where
we communicate and come
together,” Palyam said during
the debate.

See DEBATE on p. 3
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Continued from front page
Regarding the relevance
of this year’s election
involvement, Supervisor of

Elections Savannah Carr said,
“voting is important because
without student votes, [SG]
cannot fully support and
represent the student body.”

The Crow’s Nest asked
each candidate why they
chose to run for SG and what
they hope to accomplish if
elected:

Sean Schrader, Governor
schrader is a senior business management major

“I want to help make a bigger
impact on opportunities and
experiences that students can
get at USF. This past year, I
represented students as a Senator
in the Student Government and
one of my objectives was to
bridge the gap between students
and local government. Josh

Rampertab, my running mate,
and I are running to seek out
and create new partnerships
and foster existing ones so
that together we can enhance
and add benefits to the overall
student experience. There are
three main priorities I’ll focus
on: practicing and promoting

sustainability, ensuring every
student has a voice and building
better relationships across the
USF community. For example,
promoting sustainability can
happen through continued
partnership with the Student
Green Energy Fund (SGEF) and
the Fresh and Local Greenhouse

Project. Ensuring that every
student has a voice is critically
important. I think this can be
done through the creation of
task forces made up of students,
charged with examining certain
issues, and finding possible
solutions which impact the
overall student experience.”

Nathan Poinsette, Governor
poinsette is a junior digital communications and multimedia journalism major

“I chose to run for Governor
because I want to inspire
my fellow Bulls to be their
best selves and flourish here
at USFSP. Nonetheless, as

Governor I want to make sure
that every student on our campus
feels welcomed and that this is
a safe space for them to master
their craft. I also want to bridge

the gap between various social
cliques on campus to show the
importance of joining forces.
We are all Bulls at the end of the
day. If we lend a helping hand

to one another, no one would be
able to stop us in our academic
and personal endeavors.”

Kenneth Bright, Governor, Senate and Campus Council
bright is a freshman health sciences major with a communications minor

“I chose to run for [Governor]
because I strive to make USFSP
a more all-inclusive campus.
As a freshman, I can relate to
students who are seeking to build
relationships, but feel left out
due to an already established
social scene. The first task I
plan to tackle in pursuit of
creating a more all-inclusive

campus is military inclusivity.
Both military veterans and
military-connected students
make up approximately 15%
of our student body population
and belong to different
groups such as the LGBTQ+
community and BIPOC.
Addressing this demographic
will give more representation

Kaiya Huggins, Lieutenant Governor
“I chose to run for Lieutenant
Governor because it is a great
way for me to get involved and
to participate in creating change
for the better on campus. I am a

first-year student, so this grants
me the opportunity to give a new
and fresh perspective on things.
If elected, I plan to be a voice
for the student body. I would

to underrepresented groups on
campus. Apart from inclusivity,
I believe that incoming students
build their first relationships
through those they meet in
the dorm. Therefore, I plan to
organize social events in the
dorm to foster that community.
Implementing recycling services,
complimentary feminine

products and laundry supplies
are other ideas that I hope to
put into action. Lastly, I plan
to lighten the strict parking
regulations by establishing
free parking on weekends for
students, family and friends.”

want feedback from students
on issues they would like to see
resolved, as well as things that
they like about USF now that I
could make even better. Though

I would be in office, it would be
the student body that would have
great influence on the decisions
I make.”

and hopefully work to find a
resolution for those problems.
Promoting sustainability is
also important, so making sure
we continue the practicing
and implementation of
sustainability is a major goal
of ours. Building relationships
is also a big focus as we are
in the heart of downtown St.

Petersburg and surrounded
by amazing businesses and
organizations. Sean and I hope
to build relationships with these
organizations and bring more
opportunities to our campus that
students can further utilize and
learn from.”

Joshua Rampertab, Lieutenant Governor
rampertab is a junior criminology major

“I chose to run for Lieutenant
Governor to further my
leadership and input at the
USF St. Petersburg campus
and hopefully across OneUSF.
Everything I have done in my
roles has been to create fun
experiences at USF and to
help others in the community,
so I hope to continue that. We

are focusing on ensuring that
students have a platform to
express their voice, promoting
sustainable initiatives and
building relationships across
USF. We want to implement
task forces that are made up
of students so we can hear
any issues or problems that
have come up for them at USF

Zackery Morales, Campus Council and Lieutenant Governor
morales is a junior health sciences major with a concentration in healthcare management

“I chose to run for [Campus
Council and Lieutenant
Governor] positions because
we have seen different issues
amongst the USFSP community
that need improving, such
as dorm life, inclusivity of
underrepresented communities
and improvements to parking
services. We aim to create
more campus events to get

students connected with one
another, possibly provide
laundry detergent and fabric
softener and overall quality of
life improvement for those who
call USFSP home. We have also
discussed implementing some
sort of university-connected
daycare program with a local
daycare for those students who
are also parents and face certain

challenges with committing
to in-person classes due to
parental obligations. We also
believe that parking should be
free for students, family and
friends on the weekends and
will be rallying for less citations
to be handed out for parking
violations. My goal is to make
sure that all USFSP students
feel at home when they step on

Candidates Elizabeth Olson, Courtney Dalton, Nathan
Tout-Puissant, Allison Richards, Lorguens Saintelien, Matthew
Ibarra and Trayton White did not immediately respond to The
Crow’s Nest request for comment.  
sgarciavargas@usf.edu

campus, that their experience
here is not just somewhere you
go to class and leave right after,
but rather somewhere they feel
welcomed and proud of. We
may all come from different
backgrounds, but at the end of
the day, we are all USF Bulls.”
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Continued from front page
“It’s important to talk
about the initiatives that
we have planned for other
campuses and see how we
can expand those resources
for all students.”
On the opposing ticket,
Finance Committee Chair
Truong “Tony” Tran runs
alongside Circuit Court
Associate Judge Rughved
Brahman for President and
Vice President respectively.
The ticket’s “UNITE”
campaign lists specific
initiatives intended
to cultivate diversity,
transparency and innovation
under each letter of the
acronym — Unification,
Navigation, Integration,
Transition and Exploration.
Like Palyam and Pham,
the Tran and Brahman ticket
plans to bridge the gaps
between campus cultures by
creating new traditions and
upholding old ones while
promoting communication
and transparency within SG.
During the debate,
Brahman expressed how the
branch campuses may feel
“left out of the picture,” and
how the “UNITE” platform
aims to “completely change
this narrative.”
“We think upon
our travels to different
campuses, we’ve really
experienced the campus
traditions and we learned
more about each campus,
which is really important,”
Brahman said. “As we
said, going back to our
main initiative of our
first word, unification,
representative of the ‘U’ in
‘UNITE,’ to bring different
campus traditions to all our
campuses. It’s a great way
to raise awareness so that
we can have a consolidated
USF.”
So far, Tran and
Brahman are the only ticket
to receive an endorsement
from fellow general election
ticket holders.
Current St. Petersburg
SG senator and candidate
for Governor, Sean
Schrader, and his running
mate for Lieutenant
Governor, Josh Rampertab,
endorsed Tran and Brahman
a day prior to the debate
via their campaign’s
Instagram, @unite.tr, at
St. Petersburg’s Meet the
Candidates Day on Feb.
16 — which gives general
election ticket holders the
opportunity to connect with
and hear concerns from St.
Petersburg students.
“[Rampertab and I] are
super excited to endorse
[Tran] and [Brahman]
to be the next President
and Vice President of the
student body here at USF,”
Schrader said.
“One of the biggest
things I worry about is
ensuring every student
has a voice here across the
USF community,” Schrader
said. “It’s easy to talk about

THE CROW ’S NEST
plans for what’s going to
happen, but I know [Tran]
has taken the steps to ensure
relationships have been
built across USF as well as
continue to ensure every
student has a voice for the
future of [SG].”
Beyond the St.
Petersburg campus, some of
the main topics discussed
were sustainability, parking
and transportation, overall
student accessibility and
flexibility, updating digital
resources, incorporating
new initiatives despite
a tighter budget and
transparency.
While each campaign
had a different approach
to many of these issues,
both tickets shared similar
priorities.
Both tickets expressed
an interest in adopting more
sustainable practices. While
Brahman was “inspired”
by St. Petersburg’s
collaboration with Duke
Energy to install solar
panels, Pham emphasized
that adopting a composting
initiative would help
eliminate food waste and
be used in the botanical
gardens in place of
fertilizer.
To tackle food insecurity,
Palyam and Pham suggested
working with community
gardens and expanding
the Feed-a-Bull program.
Similarly, Tran and
Brahman expressed plans to
offer food vouchers to every
student each semester.
Tran and Brahman
emphasized the need for
the return and redesign
of the schedule planner,
more hybrid classes and
to allow those with unique
circumstances to learn from
home.
Pham added that for
virtual options, the “HERD”
campaign would advocate
for different software like
closed captioning. She also
underscored the need for
more wheelchair accessible
entrances and maps
indicating where they can
be accessed.
While consolidation
allows students to take
classes beyond their
home campus, oncampus residents without
transportation are unable to
partake such opportunities.
As a solution, each ticket
seeks to develop intercampus transportation, if
elected.
While Pham expressed
that the “HERD” ticket
would first like to conduct
a survey to gauge the
demand for inter-campus
transportation, Tran assured
that, if possible, he and
Brahman would work
toward making the vehicles
Wi-Fi enabled.
However, Tran suspected
that a project like intercampus transportation
might be too ambitious
due to its large amount of
“moving parts.”

With growing concern
for a lack of transparency
between SG and the student
body, each ticket plans to
implement some form of
outlet to receive student
feedback.
According to Palyam,
“there’s been a little bit of
a rough of communication
between the student
body and the student
government.”
At the end of the
debate, Pham guaranteed
that with Palyam, their
administration would
“maintain transparency
with the students by making
sure they know what we
are doing” through weekly
reports and updates, as
it’s “important to have

that open dialogue with
students.”
While Tran did not
believe there was a lack of
communication on SG’s
behalf, he assured that his
administration would “have
to work on it to make it
better” and that “anything
that is current can always be
improved and made better.”
In a similar fashion to
Palyam and Pham, Tran
and Brahman plan to stay
transparent by incorporating
student recap videos and
creating a OneUSF SG
Instagram account.
Brahman added that with
Tran, their administration
would also work with SG
internally to incorporate a
“no nonsense policy.”

NEWS 3
“Talking bad behind
each other’s backs will
have no place in our
administration,” Brahman
said. “Just being honest
with each other, being nice
to each other and being
civil would be the most
important thing.”
Voting for USF’s SG
general elections will begin
on Feb. 28 and end on
March 3.
mollyr5@usf.edu

AUBREY CARR | THE CROW’S NEST

(Left to right) Rughved Brahman, Tony Tran, Amy Pham and Nithin Palyam took
part in Student Government’s first in-person presidential debate since 2020.

AUBREY CARR | THE CROW’S NEST

Presidential candidate Tony Tran (left) and Vice Presidential candidate Rughved
Brahman’s “UNITE” campaign stands for Unification, Navigation, Integration,
Transition and Exploration.

AUBREY CARR | THE CROW’S NEST

Presidential candidate Nithin Palyam (left) and Vice Presidential candidate
Amy Pham’s “HERD” campaign stands for Health, Empowerment, Research and
Development.
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By Molly Ryan
Crow’s Nest Staff

R

est Stop of
Brotherly Love

A crow lands
On the rest stop sign
Reflecting the light in my
eyes
And the weight in my
lungs.
Oil from the combustion
Sticks to the bottoms of
my shoes
And practically makes its
way up to
My neck,
Like my fingers are ladders
Convulsing in a dull
matter.
But when I look in the
tainted
Mirror in a foreign realm
Two steps from home,
I don’t see myself;
I see you hiding your
tethers of rope
On your wrists
For the fact of choking
On your own wisdom of
the wicked.
And when I step out of the
Bathroom plastered with
pink grime
You meet me there;
Except this time black
feathers
Cover your body
And ropes turn to wings.
A car door has never been
so hard
To pull, for the weight is
now
Heavier than my lungs
And the carbon dioxide I
exult
Is more toxic than this
gasoline I down.
When the car finally starts
to move
It is not my mother
driving:
It is you,
With rope burns of your
wrists.
mollyr5@usf.edu
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Thrift shops within 10 minutes of
USF St. Petersburg
Story and photos by
Samantha Skye
Contributor

T

oday’s college
students are under
constant pressure to
perform, both in and outside
of the classroom. They live in
a consumeristic society where
it is normal to purchase, for
the sake of one’s popularity,
and purge, for the sake of
one’s closet. Living this way
is not sustainable, for the
wallet or the planet, unless
you opt for second-hand
clothing.
According to Yahoo News,
a “renaissance of thrifting”
is upon us due to young
consumers becoming more
conscious of their carbon
footprint. Alongside Gen Z’s
interest in eclectic styles, the
generation is concerned with
leaving a lasting positive
impact. Here are four thrift
stores that offer more than just
second-hand shopping:
CASA Community Thrift
Shop
CASA’s thrift shop at 1011
First Ave. N. has items that
are priced to sell, not resell,
for those who make money
selling used clothes online.
Pieces from designer brands
like Michael Kors can be
found here.
Founded by Sr. Margaret
Freeman in 1977, CASA is a
non-profit organization that
protects and helps women
affected by domestic violence.
With a 24-hour hotline, an
emergency shelter and nonresidential programs, this
domestic violence center is
committed to empowering
women through safety.
SVDP CARES Community
Thrift Store
Inspired by gospel values
and patron Saint Vincent
de Paul, The Society of St.
Vincent de Paul is a Catholic
lay organization that leads
spiritual growth by helping
the needy and suffering.
“We’re in the business of
helping people. I get paid to
love people. There’s nothing
like it,” Timothy Panyard,
SVDP thrift store manager,
said.
According to Panyard,
profits from donated items
help them feed and clothe
people as well as get them off
the streets.
SVDP even has
scholarship programs for
Catholic students and
individuals interested in
getting certified as a substance
abuse professional. The thrift
store for this far-reaching
organization is located at
180 34th St. N. Financial and
physical donations, including
vehicles, are welcome.

Out of the Closet – St.
Petersburg
Michael Weinstein
founded the Aids Healthcare
Foundation (AHF) in 1987.
In 1990, AHF opened the first
Out of the Closet (OOTC)
thrift store and HIV testing
center in Los Angeles. Now,
there are 28 locations, all
of which are driven by
donations.
According to David
Hudson, manager at the St.
Petersburg location, OOTC
provides testing for people
who are in need, without cost.
When asked about
the “Don’t Say Gay” bill
that the Florida House of
Representatives just passed,
Hudson explained “it’s only
going to hamper our mission
to allow everyone to be who
they are.”
“HIV testing is for
everybody, no matter your sex
or race,” Treneices Gibson,
program manager at the AHF
Pharmacy inside OOTC,
said. Gibson mentioned that
AHF is active in more than
45 different countries ––
providing free STD testing,
treatment and preventative
medications.
Out of the Closet, located
at 3400 26th Ave. S., donates
96 cents of every dollar to
HIV care. Present a valid
student ID for 10% off your
purchase.

Pet Pal Thrift Store
Pet Pal Thrift Store,
located at 1500 34th St. N.,
directly benefits the Pet Pal
Animal Shelter. Founded
in the early 1980s, Pet Pal
Animal Shelter is a safe
place for dogs and cats to
avoid euthanasia. This shelter
is dedicated to “educating
the public about the pet
overpopulation crisis and
the importance of spaying/
neutering,” according to their
website.
Classified as a “no-kill”
shelter, Pet Pal doesn’t have
the same capacity as kill
shelters and, in turn, can’t
accept as many animals.
Regardless, the people behind
this non-profit are working
hard to place pets in stable
homes so they can make room
for more rescues.

Out of the Closet, located on 26th Avenue South, is
one of St. Petersburg’s many thrift stores.

Pet Pal Thrift Store offers a safe location for animals
to avoid euthanasia and people to be educated on
neutering and spaying.

CASA is a non-profit organization that protects and
helps women affected by domestic violence.

Samantha Skye is a
digital communications
and multimedia journalism
major at USF St. Petersurg.

SVDP CARES Community Thrift Store is a Catholic lay
organization that leads spiritual growth by helping
the needy and suffering.
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movie review: ‘Belle,’ A Fantastical
Retelling of ‘Beauty and the Beast’
By Lily Cannon
Contributor

T

he newest rendition
of a fairytale classic,
“Belle,” is a visual
feast, which is par for the
course of director Mamoru
Hosoda.
The movie contains
hallmarks of Hosoda’s other
gems, including expressive
animation and themes of
identity, drawing in audiences
who are looking for a more
mature animated film.
What sets “Belle” apart
from Hosoda’s other work,
like “Summer Wars” and
“The Girl Who Leapt Through
Time,” is not only its pinkhaired protagonist, who was
designed by Disney veteran
Jin Kim (the mastermind
behind Elsa from “Frozen”),
but its status as a musical.
The soundtrack is one of
the best parts of this film,
which is quite a feat when
competing against surreal

By Jasmine Jarrett
Contributor
MONDAY
Spring Wellness Week
Kickoff is here. From
noon to 3 p.m., stop by
Harbor Walk to pick up
some free goodies and find
out what’s happening for
the remainder of Wellness
Week.
TUESDAY
Get ready to
symbolically break stigmas
and physically smash some
scales with the Wellness
Center at the Southern
Smash. From 2 to 4 p.m.,
the unique event will
noninvasively address
the cycles and setbacks
associated with disordered

floating whales, Dungeons
& Dragons-inspired avatars
and fantastical landscapes
that make up the wider digital
world of “U.”
This film modernizes
“Beauty and the Beast,”
transforming the “beauty”
and “beast” characters
into virtual alter-egos that
face the swarms of bigotry
online, as well as abuse and
awkwardness in the real
world.
Belle is the pop-star
persona of a grieving teenager
Suzu, voiced beautifully by
Kaho Nakamura and Kylie
McNeil in the Japanese
and American versions
respectively.
While this film is far
from unique in its subject of
adolescence in a digitized age,
Hosoda handles these themes
with a touch more finesse,
showing an optimistic view
of technology rather than
condemning it all together.

eating at the Harbor
Lawn. To register and find
Lore information on the
event, visit BullsConnect.
WEDNESDAY
Learn more about the
USF Student Government
candidates and their
goals for the university
community at the St.
Petersburg campus SG
Governor and Lieutenant
Governor Debate from
5:00 to 6:30 p.m. in the
USC Ballroom.
THURSDAY
Interested in learning
about Asian and Pacific
Islander (AAPI) culture?

Fittingly, the director also
pays homage to Disney’s
1991 version of the fairytale,
which newcomers to Japanese
animation might recognize in
a few classic ballroom scenes.
The film’s visual flairs
garnered itself a wide release
in the United States, a feat
that might push further
representation of non-Western
animation.
Despite the film’s
fantastical visuals and
emotional story, there are a
few shortcomings.
The plot bit off more than
it could chew regarding the
two main leads, which results
in the audience wishing it
could see more interaction
between these interpretations
of “Beauty and the Beast.”
Hosoda seems more interested
in Suzu as a protagonist, thus
we don’t get to see much of
the elusive beast.
However, the expressive
animation and soundtrack

The AAPI Association is
hosting a Movie Night
featuring films by Asian
directors in the Office
of Multicultural Affairs,
SLC 2100, from 6:00 to
8:30 p.m. Register on
BullsConnect.

FRIDAY
Calling all gamers for
Video Game Trivia Night,
hosted by the USFSP Game
Club, will take place in
The Reef from 5 to 7 p.m.
Questions will be based on
various video game series
and popular board games.
Prizes will be given to the
top three scorers. Register
on BullsConnect.
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delivers enough heart to make
the film worthwhile, even if
viewers have to fill in some
gaps in the plot.
Another small problem
is the computer animation.
We can only speculate how
much COVID-19 interfered
with Cartoon Saloon’s
production, but anime fans
are already familiar with the
awkward blends of 3D with
2D. At times, Belle’s hair
floats oddly, or a background
will look a little too uncanny.
However, these flaws are
minute and barely distract
COURTESY OF STUDIO CHIZU
from the transportive imagery
in the world of “U.”
‘Belle’ reimagines
Hosoda’s latest film
‘Beauty
and the Beast’ in
is unabashedly passionate
about the digital age, tugging a digital age and anime
at even the most serious
style.
viewer’s heart strings.
If you’re curious about
Lily Cannon is a
Hosoda’s other works, “Belle”
freshman English major at
will bridge the gap between
USF St. Petersburg.
Western and Japanese
animation.

SATURDAY
Get involved with
community service at the
Crescent Lake Monthly
Cleanup from 9 a.m. to
noon. This event is hosted
by the Friends of Crescent
Lake Facebook group.
Bring sunscreen, protective
footwear and water.
Register on eventbrite.com
or contact SOUL at info@
soullinc.com for more
information.
SUNDAY
Come rock climb
and help fundraise for
beloved friend, sister and
kavatender, Claire Bridges,
with Climbing for Claire
at Vertical Ventures (116

18th St S.) The event lasts
from 2 to 6 p.m. and will
feature free drinks from
Grassroots Kava House and
live music by local artists.
With a recommended
donation of $35, prepaid or
at the door, the event will
raise money for Bridges’s
care and recovery after
a life altering surgery.
Climbing equipment will
be included. To register,
donate and read more
about Bridges’s story, visit
eventbrite.com.
Jasmine Jarrett is a
sophomore psychology
major at USF St.
Petersburg.
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opinion: ASL interpreting and the
importance of accessibility
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By Sarah Serralta
Contributor

P

hone calls, taxes
and doctor’s
appointments:
day-to-day tasks we don’t
particularly enjoy, but also
take for granted. Now,
imagine trying to do these
tasks but nobody speaks
your language. For most
Deaf and Hard of Hearing
people, it is tasks like these
that can become frustrating,
especially without access to
a sign language interpreter,
and can even lead to dire
consequences.
Tampa Bay, home to one of
the largest Deaf communities
in the nation, according to
Tampa Bay Times, depends
on USF Tampa’s Interpreter
Training Program (ITP) to
produce qualified interpreters.
This program works to bolster
accessibility, but recent talks
suggest that it may shut down
in the next three years.
Last week, I caught wind
of potential changes to the
program, including Dean Julie
Serovich’s recommendation

to dissolve the ITP. The
recommendation alone gutted
me. I sat down on the phone
with a colleague distraught,
because this potential threat to
the program has come after a
long string of losses.
The American Sign
Language (ASL) living
learning community, the ASL
lab, and the Deaf studies
program. We were being told
it was about restructuring,
but it began to feel personal,
and I no longer wanted to be
on the defensive, or worse,
passive.
My experience working
with the Deaf and Hard of
Hearing community has
exposed me to a life full
of humor, resilience and
openness. It is this kind of
spirit that contributed to the
large rally in response to the
potential dissolvement of the
program.
What is happening right
now is indicative of how
difficult it is to create and
maintain support systems
which boost accessibility and
language equity. This is one
of only two programs in the
state of Florida. Nationally,
there are 16 sign language
interpreter training programs,
according to the Commission
on Collegiate Interpreter
Education.
Meanwhile, there are
millions of Deaf or Hard of
Hearing people in America.
Securing an interpreting-

specific degree is not required
to become a nationally
certified interpreter, but would
you want a lawyer with a
degree in culinary sciences?
Or an accountant whose
expertise is botany?
This is the path most
interpreters take to become a
professional, but with fewer
programs available, the stream
of qualified interpreters is
struggling to keep up with
demand. There are over
10,000 certified interpreters in
the U.S., according to Nimdzi
Research Group.
At this rate, similar to
other industries, burnout is
on the table. I frequently
work in healthcare spaces
and have worked through the
entire pandemic providing
interpreting services. Under
this tight labor market,
fulfilling interpreting requests
has become more difficult.
These conditions threaten our
industry’s ability to thrive and
there are more consequences.
It’s not just about doctor’s
appointments, it is about
human rights and having
the resources to actively
participate in society.
Everybody wants to talk about
diversity and inclusion, but
we rarely consider disability
in this movement.
As we evolve to become
more inclusive in core
systems like education and
healthcare, we cannot leave

disabled people out of the
conversation.
The Deaf and interpreting
community rallied on Feb.
17, meeting face to face with
Dean Serovich and Associate
Dean Jennifer Lister. At
times, it was contentious and
highly emotional. At the core,
that conversation is what
needed to happen prior to any
recommendation or decision
being made.
We demanded
transparency, program and
curriculum retention, faculty
protections and reinstatement
of previous resources.
Dean Serovich listened and
extended an invitation to
continue the conversation
with community leaders in a
round table discussion. This
is a positive step forward that
could not have happened if we
hadn’t made our voices heard.
It’s unclear if this will move
the needle in the direction that
we would like, but it begs the
larger question: How can we
collectively do better?
My hope is that this
conversation reinvigorates
discussions nationwide about
accessibility and language
equity, so that those who are
most marginalized can live
their life as freely and fully as
they desire.
Sarah Serralta is a USF
Tampa communication
sciences and disorders 2018
graduate.

Donations help diversity and inclusion programs grow
By Sophia George
Crow’s Nest Staff

R

ecent grants and
donations from outof-state donors will
allow two programs originally
housed at the University of
South Florida’s St. Petersburg
campus to expand.
The two programs,
the Call Me MISTER
program and the USF Pearls
program, are geared toward
forging opportunities for
underrepresented students at
USF.
According to a press
release, the Call Me MISTER
program, which aims to
increase male teachers of
color in Pinellas County
schools with at-risk students,
received a total of $175,000
in donations. The USF Pearls
program, designed to help
foster care students acclimate
to college life, received a total
of $125,000 in donations and
grants.
Call Me MISTER, founded
at Clemson University, has
been implemented at over
25 colleges and universities
across the country. It
was launched at USF St.
Petersburg last January and
introduced its first cohort
of students in November of
2021.

After reading about the
program’s initiative online,
Tom and Bharti Kirchner,
from Bellingham, Wash.,
donated $52,000 to support
Call Me MISTER.
The Kirchners were
motivated to get involved
in the movement after
witnessing racism in their
own community as children
and the unrest that followed
the death of George Floyd in
2020, a press release said.
“We both strongly
believe quality education is
indispensable for equipping
young people to lead lives
of dignity as good citizens
and productive members of
society,” the Kirchners said.
“The potential for each highly
motivated MISTER to steer
hundreds, even thousands, of
young Black students in that
direction during their career
makes it by far the best use of
our contribution that we could
think of.”
The Kirchners spread the
word about Call Me MISTER
throughout their community,
which led to an additional
donation of $73,000 from
their friends –– including Sita
Amba-Rao, a retired professor
in Washington.
Additionally, Duke Energy
gifted $50,000 to the program.
“Without their support, I

don’t know how we would
have been able to launch the
Call Me MISTER program,”
Kate Samy, associate director
of development at USF St.
Petersburg, said. “Part of the
guidelines for the program,
licensed through Clemson, is
that you don’t have to provide
full tuition, but you do have to
provide some type of financial
support.”
Launched in spring of
2021, the USF Pearls program
aims to raise the graduation
rate among 4-year college
students emerging from the
foster care system — which
currently sits at 3%, according
to the National Foster Youth
Institute.
According to a press
release, there are currently
194 students from the foster
care system enrolled across all
three USF campuses.
Through this program,
each student, or “pearl,” is
offered individual coaching,
group collaboration,
educational activities to help
them connect with others,
housing opportunities,
advocacy and plans to
introduce a mentoring
program, according to the
USF Pearls website.
To get the program off
the ground, Kate Tiedemann
and Ellen Cotton donated

$100,000 to the university.
More recently, the Joy
McCann Foundation, a
private family foundation that
awards money to charities,
non-profits and universities
in Tampa Bay, contributed a
$25,000 grant.
These donations will help
the USF Pearls program offer
more one-on-one assistance
and support for students
coming from the foster care
system.
The $25,000 grant from the
Joy McCann Foundation will
be split –– $15,000 will go
toward an emergency fund for
the students and the remaining
$10,000 will be used to
launch a level three training
program that will allow USF
to help other institutions
pursue similar programs.
“We started by looking
at best practices, mirroring
other institutions, and trying
to figure out how to develop
this program,” Joseph
Contes, director of Student
Outreach and Support, said.
“We did so intentionally by
creating a coaching and care
management model where we
would reach out to them as
soon as they were accepted.”
george117@usf.edu
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For Florida’s manatees, 25 tons of donated
lettuce a day keeps starvation away
By Brianna Madden
Contributor

A

s manatee
populations began
to decrease,
researchers looked for a
cause. Many assumed the
fatalities were a result of boat
collisions. Instead, the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Commission
(FWC) found that the leading
cause was starvation.
These peaceful “sea
cows” (a name dubbed by
the internet) spend their
days feasting on seagrass
beds that thrive in Florida’s
tropical waters. Unfortunately,
water pollution levels have
exponentially increased due to
excessive run-off from urban
and agricultural areas, making
Florida’s waters less suitable
for seagrass growth.
“We have seen an uptick in
mortalities,” Tom Reinert, of
the FWC, said.
Approximately 164 WestIndian Manatees have already
been reported deceased in the
first two months of 2022.
Activists, desperate to
help, have made the mistake
of directly feeding manatees
lettuce and other foods.
While their intentions are

deemed honorable, feeding
wild animals can cause
more harm than good. As
manatees become more
comfortable around humans,
they may approach more
boats and inevitably get hit by
propellers.
The Florida Power
and Light Plant near St.
Petersburg has begun to take
donations of romaine lettuce.
The plant has collected over
25 tons of romaine, showing
the community’s dedication to
saving Florida’s manatees.
The waters near the plant
are free of boat traffic and
safe for these gentle giants.
The power plant has recorded
sightings of up to 350
manatees every day, eager to
fill up on the crisp lettuce.
Attracting up to 800
manatees one day, Ron
Mezich of the FWC said,
“we are really making a
difference.”
The feeding program
continues to provide food for
manatees and studies shows
that these efforts will make a
positive impact.
However, many
researchers condone this
project’s idea that feeding
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wild animals is the way to
save them. In Florida, it is
illegal for boaters to directly
feed wild manatees.
Reinert claims that the
best way to save Florida’s
populations is to “feed
them with your dollars.”
He recommends donating
to organizations who are
planning projects to save the
seagrass beds and reduce
manatee boating accidents.
Reinert also suggests that
all beachgoers, boaters
and paddlers report injured
or dead manatees to help
research projects aimed at
saving these populations.
The state has already
invested $8 million in funding
seagrass bed restoration
projects.
SOFÍA GARCÍA VARGAS | THE CROW’S NEST
While there has been an
increase in manatee deaths in St. Petersburg residents have donated over 25 tons
the past year, the FWC has
of lettuce to a local power plant to help support
estimated Florida’s manatee
population to currently consist Florida’s manatee population.
of 8,800 individuals, proving
for Conservation of Nature
“less than a 1% chance that
a significant improvement
Red List of Threatened
manatees will ever go extinct
from a previous average of
Species (IUCN)Red List
in Florida.”
625 individuals.
of Threatened Species and
Brianna Madden
In the 1990s, Florida’s
remain listed as threatened.
is a freshman marine
2,000 manatee individuals
Although the deaths
biology major at USF St.
were listed as endangered
are unnerving, Reinert
Petersburg.
on the International Union
is confident that there is

Conference on World Affairs brOUGHT global
professionals to St. Pete

By Jasmine Jarrett
Contributor

T

he 2022 St.
Petersburg
Conference on
World Affairs brought
professionals from across
the globe to discuss current
pressing topics in areas like
migration, equality, climate
and corruption.
Hosted at USF St.
Petersburg from Feb. 15 to the
18, the conference included
notable speakers such as
Paul Farmer, a renowned
medical anthropologist and
physician who received the
$1 million Berggruen Prize in
2020, and Lee Weiner, one of
the original members of the

COURTESY OF ST. PETERSBURG
CONFERENCE ON WORLD AFFAIRS

Former U.S. Ambassador
of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Douglas
McElhaney, and USF’s Dr.
Thomas Smith founded
the conference in 2013.

Chicago Seven.
The St. Petersburg
Conference on World Affairs
was founded in 2013 by
former U.S. Ambassador of
Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Douglas McElhaney, and USF
political science professor
Thomas Smith.
According to the
conference website, its
mission is to create “a forum
for international experts
to educate, engage and
empower members of our
community and beyond,
focusing on the fields of
international relations,
economics, environment,
culture, humanity, and
health.” It also aims to create
a “well-informed citizenry”
to maintain “a vibrant
democracy.”
According to Diane
Seligsohn, president of the
conference, it aims to provide
attendees with an unbiased,
multilayered view into the
issues discussed.
“For each of these talks,
we hope to provide both
global and historical context
that will give our community
a deeper sense of the issue
from all sides,” Seligsohn
said.
This year’s “COVID
Impacts Part 2: Disrupting
Education” discussion,
presented by Chance Cook
and Smith, offered an
alternative perspective on the
importance of educational

COURTESY OF USF

The conference has offered numerous panels on topics like climate, corruption
and equality since 2013.
institutions amidst the
COVID-19 pandemic.
The panelists argued that
schools are responsible for
much more than providing
a learning environment for
students.
Due to the increased strain
placed on institutions from
the pandemic and the growing
importance and relevancy of
these facilities, Cook believed
that the status of schools and
teachers should improve in
the near future.
Due to the ongoing
pandemic, the conference was
held in a hybrid modality for
the first time — as opposed to
being completely virtual last
year.

Despite the challenge,
the virtual nature of the
conference provided an
opportunity to expand its
audience and include speakers
from across the world.
“The virtual format allows
us to port in speakers we
wouldn’t ordinarily be able to
bring,” Smith said last year in
an interview with The Crow’s
Nest.
As with last year, the
conference’s hybrid modality
lent itself to viewing
accessibility. All panels
were recorded and will be
uploaded to the World Affairs
Conference website, allowing
viewers to virtually attend the
sessions at any time.

“Being able to record
all these sessions of the
conference is going to be
an unbelievable resource,
allowing us to grow our
audience exponentially,”
Seligsohn said last year.
Jasmine Jarrett is a
sophomore psychology
major at USF St.
Petersburg.
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St.
Petersburg’s
Grand
Prix
to
8 MISC.
kick off 2022 IndyCar Series

Scores

By Max Steele
Crow’s Nest Staff

USF Men’s Basketball
Date Teams
Score

he Firestone Grand
Prix returns to the
streets of downtown
St. Petersburg from Feb. 25
to the 27 and will serve as
the first race in the 2022 NTT
IndyCar Series season for the
first time since the start of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
The IndyCar Series is
a professional open-wheel
racing series in North
America that features rapidly
paced races on diverse and
challenging street courses.
Colton Herta, a 21-yearold who resides in Belleair,
Florida, won the Grand Prix’s
100-lap main event last year
on April 25. Josef Newgarden
placed second and Scott
McLaughlin placed third.
After being canceled in
2020 and rescheduled in 2021,
the three-day event will host
a variety of IndyCar races,
driver autograph sessions,
interactive games, food and
drinks, live entertainment and
merchandise stores.
The Grand Prix will also
introduce its newest fan
experience, Party in the Park.
Hosted from 4 to 6 p.m. on
Feb. 26 at North Straub Park,
Party in the Park is a free
event that will feature special
guests, including IndyCar
Series reigning champion
Alex Palou, plus prizes and
fireworks, according to a
Grand Prix news release.
The Grand Prix’s location
in downtown St. Petersburg
makes it a favorite among
racers, owners and fans.

Feb. 15

Tulane at
USF

76-57 (L)

Feb. 17

ECU at
USF

65-57 (L)

Feb. 19

Tulsa at
USF

65-57 (L)

USF Women’s Basketball
Date

Teams

Score

Feb. 16 Cincinnati 54-45 (W)
at USF

USF Women’s Softball
Date

Teams

Feb. 18 Notre

Score
7-0 (W)

Dame at
USF
Feb. 19 Oklahoma 7-0 (W)
State at
USF

USF Men’s Baseball
Date

Teams

Feb. 18 UCONN

Score
5-4 (L)

at USF
Feb. 19 USF at
8-4 (W)
Louisville

Schedules
USF Men’s Basketball
Date

Teams

Feb. 23 USF at East Carolina
Feb. 26 USF at Cincinnati

USF Women’s Basketball
Date

Teams

Feb. 22 Wichita State at USF
Feb. 24 USF at Wichita State
Feb. 27 USF at East Carolina

USF Women’s Softball
Date

Teams

Feb. 25 St. John’s at USF
Feb. 25 St. Joseph’s at USF
Feb. 26 Fairfield a USF

USF Men’s Baseball
Date

Teams

Feb. 25 Stoney Brook at USF

T

IndyCar Racing CEO Mark
Miles told WTSP what a
privilege it is to be able to
race in this city.
“We love starting our year
here,” Miles said. “It’s almost
been traumatic not to begin
the championships for the last
two years here.”
The Grand Prix generates
nearly $40 million in revenue
for the local economy
and brings “international
exposure” to the city,
according to WTSP.
Race organizers say the
event will feature a full
capacity crowd but still
encourages COVID-19
protocols, such as face
masks, social distancing and
sanitization.
mksteele1@usf.edu

Gate hours:
• Friday, Feb. 25, 7:30 a.m.
to 6:00 p.m.
• Saturday, Feb. 26, 7:45
a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
• Sunday, Feb. 27, 8:30
a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

COURTESY OF FIRESTONE GRAND PRIX OF ST. PETERSBURG

The IndyCar Series is a professional open-wheel
racing series in North America that features rapidlypaced races on diverse and challenging street
courses.

General admission (adult):
• $60 weekend pass
• $25 Friday pass
• $40 Saturday pass
• $55 Sunday pass
For more information,
including individual race
times, premium seating
prices and a festival map,
visit the Grand Prix’s
website.

COURTESY OF FIRESTONE GRAND PRIX OF ST. PETERSBURG

The Grand Prix’s location in downtown St. Petersburg
makes it a favorite among racers, owners and fans.

USF aligned with U.S. Cyber Command
to tackle cybersecurity threats
By Aubrey Carr
Crow’s Nest Staff

T

he University of
South Florida has
joined forces with
the U.S. Military in hopes
of addressing the nation’s
cybersecurity challenges.
USF is one of 84
universities to be included in
the U.S Cyber Command’s
(CYBERCOM) Academic
Engagement Network –– a
program dedicated to the
enhancement of cyber
research, analytics and future
workforce development.
The university’s
inclusion in the network
is due to an application
filed by the Florida Center
for Cybersecurity (Cyber
Florida), a USF-hosted
organization that works with
all Florida State University
System institutions. The
center will be coordinating
USF’s involvement with
CYBERCOM.

In a press release, Cyber
Florida’s Staff Director Ron
Sanders said the application
process was rigorous. “It
wasn’t as if anybody could
just raise their hand and say
they wanted to be part of
CYBERCOM’s network,”
Sanders said.
In its early years,
CYBERCOM started as a
spinoff from the National
Security Agency (NSA),
before elevating into a
standalone unified combatant
command under the United
States Department of Defense
(DoD).
“The reason it was
spun off is because at the
end of the day, NSA is an
intelligence agency – it
collects intelligence,” Sanders
said. “Cyber Command is
a combatant command. Its
current doctrine is to ‘defend
forward’.”
According to Sanders,
the research needs of
CYBERCOM are distinct
from the NSA and necessary

for CYBERCOM to have its
own academic connections.
“The Academic
Engagement Network focuses
on what scholars in the
academic community can
contribute to Cyber Command
in terms of frontline cyber
operations,” Sanders said.
“It is more narrowly focused
on those tactical research
questions that can help Cyber
Command and the country
protect military networks and,
frankly, go after bad guys if
and when necessary.”
USF’s involvement
with CYBERCOM will be
slow-going at first. Sanders
described the evolution of
the Academic Engagement
Network as “a case of
crawl, walk, run, and Cyber
Command is in the crawl
stage.”
“Initially, I think Cyber
Command plans on asking
a number of fairly technical
cyber security questions that
we could share with faculty
to see if any of them have

insights or solutions to those
particular questions,” Sanders
said.
“As the Academic
Engagement Network
matures, it will become more
of a dialogue where we share
things we’re researching
with Cyber Command, and
these may be areas they
haven’t thought about but
may have applications to the
Command,” Sanders said.
aubrey14@usf.edu

